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COMPLAINT CASE NO. 1263 OF 2021 
 
Advocate Brij Mohan Aul, (98764 87999) 
Chamber No. 11, New Judicial Court, 
Tehsil Ajnala, District Amritsar. 

…Complainant 
Versus 

Public Information Officer, 
O/o General Manager – cum –  
District Mining Officer, 
Albert Road, Amritsar. 

…Respondents 
 

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX – VC/TELEPHONE 
 
PRESENT: None for the Parties.   
 
ORDER: 
 
  The RTI application is dated 23.04.2021 whereby the Complainant has sought 

information as mentioned in his RTI application. He filed complaint in the Commission on 03.11.2021 

under Section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and Notice of hearing was 

issued to the parties. 

  The case is fixed for today, both the parties are absent.  

  In these circumstances, it is relevant to invite the attention of the Complainant to the 

judgment of the Hon’ble Supreme Court of India rendered on 12.12.2011 in Civil Appeal Nos. 10787-

10788 of 2011 (arising out of SLP(C) No. 32768-32769/2010) - Chief Information Commissioner and 

another Vs. State of Manipur and another, in Para 31 whereby, it has been held that while entertaining a 

complaint case under Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005. The Commissioners have no jurisdiction to pass 

an order providing for an access to the information. As such, since the complainant has approached the 

Commission under the provision of Section 18 of the RTI Act, 2005, no directions for providing further 

information can be given by the Commission. 

  Since there is an alternative and efficacious remedy of first appeal available to the 

Complainant under section 19 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005, which has not been availed in the instant case 

and the First Appellate Authority has not had the occasion to review the decision of the PIO, as 

envisaged under the RTI Act by passing a detailed well reasoned speaking order.  
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  In case the Complainant has any grouse about the provided information, he is advised to 

challenge the response of the PIO, before the designated First Appellate Authority, as envisaged under 

section 19 (1) of the RTI Act, 2005, who will decide the matter in accordance with the provisions of the 

RTI Act within the prescribed time limit, after giving an opportunity of hearing to all concerned, by passing 

a speaking order.  

  Accordingly, this case is hereby, remanded back to the First Appellate Authority who is 

directed to decide the RTI application afresh as per provisions of the RTI Act, 2005. 

  If, however, the Complainant does not feel satisfied with the decision of the First 

Appellate Authority, he will be at liberty to file a Second Appeal before the Commission under section 19 

(3) of the RTI Act, 2005.  

  In view of the observations noted above, the instant Complaint Case is hereby, 

Disposed Off and Closed. Copies of the order be sent to the parties. 

           Sd/- 
Chandigarh                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 
21.02.2022               State Information Commissioner 
 
 
Copy to intimation and necessary action along with RTI application dated 23.04.2021. 
 
  First Appellate Authority, 
  O/o Superintendent Engineer, 
  Department of Drainage, Mining and Geology Circle, 
  Amritsar. 
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APPEAL CASE NO. 4763 OF 2021 
 
Shri Ramandeep Singh,  (99146 00847) 
S/o Shri Balwinder Singh, 
R/o Ward No. 8-B, House No. 69,  
Lanka Basti, Dhuri, District Sangrur. 

…Appellant 
Versus 

Public Information Officer, 
O/o Vigilance Bureau, Punjab, 
Vigilance Bhawan,  
Sector – 68, S.A.S Nagar (Mohali). 
 
First Appellate Authority 
O/o Chief Director, 
Vigilance Bureau, Punjab, 
Vigilance Bhawan,  
Sector – 68, S.A.S Nagar (Mohali). 

…Respondents 
 

HEARD Through CISCO WEBEX – VC/TELEPHONE 
 
PRESENT: None on behalf of the Appellant. 
  Ms. Amandeep Kaur, Inspector for the Respondents (80549 40526) 
 
ORDER (FIRST HEARING): 
 
  The RTI application is dated 12.07.2021 vide which the Appellant has sought information 

from the PIO O/o Vigilance Bureau, Punjab, Vigilance Bhawan, Sector – 68, S.A.S Nagar (Mohali) on the 

following points in his RTI application: - 

;{uBk dk ftPkL n?cH;hH Bzpo L 22$2017 Bkb ;zpzXs 

;wK fi; Bkb fJj ;{uBk ;zpzXL iBtoh, 2017 s'A b?e/ ;{uBk ikoh eoB d/ ;w/A sZe. 

b'VhAdh ;{uBK dk t/otkL jZe ;{uBk n?eN 2005 sfjs ;{uBk b'VhAdh j? fe seBheh ns/ f;Zfynk ns/ T[d:'fre 

f;ybkJh ftGkr, gzikp, uzvhrVQ Bkb ;zpzXs i' ftihb?A; ftGkr tZb'A n?cH;hH Bzpo 22$2017 fi; fwsh, fi; e?vo dh 

Gosh d/ fybkc nkozGh rJh ;h, T[;dh gVskb dh ekgh, gVskb d"okB g/P j'J/ rtkjkB, g/P ehs/ rJ/ ;p{s, gVskb 

d"okB goyekb, eobcow/PB ftZu o'e brkT[D ;zpzXh ikoh ehs/ rJ/ gZsoK dhnK ekghnK ns/ fJ; gVskb s/ i' nzfsw 

f;ZNk fbnk ;w/s B'fNzr g'oPB b'VhAdk j?.  

  On not receiving information from the PIO or on filing First Appeal with the First Appellate 

Authority (hereinafter FAA) on 16.08.2021, the Appellant filed Second Appeal in the Commission on 

21.10.2021 under Section 19 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter RTI Act) and as such 

Notice of hearing was issued to the parties.             Cont…Pg2 
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  The case is fixed for today. The Respondent states that she has filed her written 

submission in the Commission vide diary no. 3261, dated 15.02.2022 mentioning therein that HHHfe n?cH;hH 

BzL 22$17 pko/ ;gZPN ehsk iKdk j? fe wzrh rJh ;{uBK dk ;pzX n?cH;hH 22$17 dh pikJ/ ftihb?A; fJze[nkoh Bzpo 

22$17 uzvhrVQ Bkb j?. fi; dh gVskb d/ nXko s/ w[ZedwK BzH 04$2020 EkDk c/;^1, gzikp, w'jkbh ofi;Nov ehsk 

frnk j? ns/ fJ; ftZu Pkwb ;ZehnK d/ gqpzXeh ftGkr gk;'A g{ot gqtkBrh gqkgs j'Dh pkeh j?. fJ; ;w/A fJj w[eZdwK 

scsh; nXhB uZb fojk j?. fJ; bJh nkg tZb'A wzrh rJh ;{uBK nkoHNhHnkJh n?eN^2005 dh Xkok 8(1) (h) sfjs 

d/D s'A S'N j'D ekoB w[jZJhnK BjhA eotkJh ik ;edh j?. The copy of the same sent to the appellant vide letter 

no. 33896/VB/S-14, dated 19.10.2021 by registered post whereas the appellant is absent.  

 In the light of above, no further action is required in the instant Appeal Case, the case is 

closed and disposed off. Copies of the order be sent to the parties.  

           Sd/- 
Chandigarh                    (Maninder Singh Patti) 
21.02.2022               State Information Commissioner 


